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YANCHEP — RECREATIONAL OPEN SPACE 
Grievance 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler) [9.13 am]: At the outset of this grievance that I make to the Minister for 
Planning—the second or third grievance I have made on this subject—I want to acknowledge the presence in the 
Speaker’s gallery of the Mayor of the City of Wanneroo, Mrs Tracey Roberts, who has travelled down here this 
morning for this important grievance. I know the importance that she gives to the provision of active open space 
in Yanchep. Indeed, she and her chief executive officer met with the Minister for Planning yesterday to further 
urge him to move this situation forward. 

Just to recap, because this has all been put before the chamber in previous grievances, a proposal was initiated by 
the City of Wanneroo to acquire 30 hectares of land at Yanchep from the Tokyu Corporation to develop active 
open space. The community sporting clubs in the area do not have grounds to play on. People move into these 
areas, families move into these areas for affordable family life where blocks are affordable. I attended crisis 
meetings with Mayor Roberts for members of all the sporting clubs, who were beside themselves to get some 
ground space for their children and their teams to play on. Mayor Roberts had to advise these people that no 
more teams could be allocated space because no grounds were available. We are having to turn young people 
away from sport. Of course, that is going to lead to antisocial behaviour. I commend the City of Wanneroo’s 
efforts, particularly Mayor Roberts and, as I have previously said, Mr Ian Goodenough. This whole project got 
derailed within the City of Wanneroo some time ago, and Mayor Roberts and then councillor Ian Goodenough, 
who is now a member of the House of Representatives, acting on new information, turned the situation around 
and got approval for amendment 122 to Wanneroo’s district planning scheme 2. When the Minister for Planning 
got up to make a brief ministerial statement about amendment 12, I thought he was going to say 122; that he was 
going to gazump us and actually announce it, but sadly that was not the case. 

There are a lot of people watching this, because they could not make it here this morning—Mayor Roberts spent 
an hour on the freeway to get here—and they all know that the deed was signed with Yanchep Beach Joint 
Venture Pty Ltd, which is selling land for district open space. It is not only selling land, but putting up 
$3.8 million to develop the land. This was done by a deed executed by the city and Yanchep Beach Joint Venture 
Pty Ltd on 6 January this year. A condition precedent in that deed stated that the deed was current for 12 months 
only and subject to the Western Australian Planning Commission approving the amendment before it for the 
establishment of a community development fund. That deed was signed on 6 January and the amendment was 
taken to the minister by the mayor and chief executive officer exactly 12 months ago, and is why I am making 
this grievance today. The amendment has been with the commission for 12 months. This does not cost the 
government a dime. All the commission has to do is put its stamp of approval on the amendment, then the 
Yanchep community can breathe a heavy sigh of relief knowing that very soon there will be somewhere for their 
children to participate in sport. As the member for Alfred Cove knows, football ovals are large affairs that cannot 
just be cut out of the 10 per cent of public open space; we have to have dedicated areas for them. Here is a 
dedicated area for two ovals. 

I commend Mr Gin Wah Ang of the Yanchep Beach Joint Venture Pty Ltd. We met Mr Nomoto from the Tokyu 
Corporation, who is also committed to this project. So what do we want? Why am I raising this again today? 
Minister, if this amendment is not signed off before Christmas and left to linger, the deed will expire and there 
will be nowhere else to go. In fact, the resolution of the City of Wanneroo council is that if the deed lapses, then 
the city will move up to Two Rocks to try to rip up the passive recreation ground to put a small oval in amongst 
all the houses. It is the only land it has got; miles away from the city’s population. This has already caused huge 
controversy, because people living in a grid pattern with passive open space do not want a small football oval 
with all the lighting and parking problems that brings dropped in the middle of their suburb. Minister, we know 
about all the issues; we know the pressure the government, the department and the planning commission are 
under with everything that is happening around Western Australia at the moment. We get it and we understand 
it. But we also understand that the squeaky wheel gets the oil, and we want to draw to the attention of the 
Parliament that it will be a great disservice to families and youth in the northern corridor if this deed is allowed 
to lapse because the planning commission has not affixed its stamp. All the developers have agreed to contribute 
to this fund: Mr Gin Wah Ang and the Yanchep Beach Joint Venture Pty Ltd are putting up $3.8 million and 
they are ready to go, we can start this project next year. We know that if the government has a priority; the 
government will attend to it. We saw that with Elizabeth Quay; when the government wanted planning approvals 
for Elizabeth Quay—lickety-split, it was done. The stadium—lickety-split. I am not standing here to complain 
about this. These things can be expedited. On behalf of the community that I represent I am urging the minister 
during this grievance to at least express his personal and the government’s joint support for this amendment to 
the scheme, which will allow these ovals to go ahead. 
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MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Planning) [9.20 am]: I thank the member for the customary 
notice of this grievance that he has raised, which concerns the same issue he discussed in a grievance in here last 
year. I acknowledge that there is a very strong level of community interest in ensuring that sporting facilities, 
playing grounds and so on are provided in the Yanchep area. Indeed, this is regarded as a priority by me, my 
office and also within the Department of Planning and the Western Australian Planning Commission. I will come 
to the timing in a moment. It has taken longer than ideal, I agree, but it is actually quite a complex issue. The 
development contribution scheme, which is being considered within this scheme amendment 122, covers a wider 
area than just Yanchep. In fact, it proposes to introduce scheme provisions for preparing and operating 
development contribution plans for community infrastructure in the localities of Alkimos, Eglinton, Two Rocks 
as well as Yanchep. It is quite a complex issue and it is important that it is dealt with in a way that is consistent 
with similar decisions being made in other parts of the Perth metropolitan area and, indeed, elsewhere in the state 
to ensure that precedent is not created that cannot be reasonably followed in the future. 

But I can say that since we last discussed this issue, the City of Wanneroo and the Department of Planning have 
been working through the issues associated with the amendment. As the member said, I met yesterday with the 
mayor, Tracey Roberts, who, I acknowledge, is here today and also the chief executive officer of the City of 
Wanneroo to further discuss the issue. The meeting was helpful in clarifying some aspects of what is proposed so 
that we can, hopefully, get to a conclusion and a final decision quite soon. 

It is proposed in the amendment that contributions will be sought for development in the northern coastal growth 
corridor of the City of Wanneroo for important community facilities, including surf clubs, open space, 
multipurpose hard courts, libraries, community centres, indoor recreation centres and coastal node facilities, as 
well as for the administrative costs to operate the development contribution plans. As I said, there is a degree of 
complexity in this amendment—more than just that involved in the Yanchep sporting ground proposal. Although 
the development of sporting grounds and recreation areas is one outcome, it is not the sole purpose for the 
amendment—as I have just explained. Experience has shown that the assessment of developer contribution plan 
amendments can be complex as they require careful consideration and extensive liaison with local governments 
and developers. It is important that due diligence is undertaken when considering such amendments to ensure 
that long-term community benefits from the construction of essential infrastructure is achieved. 

However, I am pleased to say that I am advised that the amendment will be considered by the statutory planning 
committee of the WA Planning Commission at its next meeting on 24 June—less than two weeks away. 
Following that meeting—assuming it comes to a recommendation, and it needs to go through the issues 
carefully—the recommendation will be forwarded to me, and I can assure the member and residents of the 
northern growth corridor that it will be dealt with expeditiously within my office and by me. The northern 
growth corridor obviously in Wanneroo comprises approximately 100 square kilometres of largely undeveloped 
urban and urban deferred zone land in Alkimos, Eglinton, Yanchep and Two Rocks. A substantial area is being 
considered in this amendment. 

The development of the corridor will ultimately accommodate a population of 230 000 residents over the next 
50 years. I agree it is important that facilities are provided to support these growing communities—not just the 
sporting grounds at Yanchep, which are needed now, but also the range of other community facilities that I 
referred to earlier. Planning for the development of the corridor is advanced with two district structure plans in 
place, a number of local structure plans agreed to and subdivisions being implemented, which are very obvious 
on the ground in some areas, of course. I understand the importance of the provision of sporting grounds and 
recreational facilities for the area and the community interest in seeing these developments occurring sooner 
rather than later. I look forward to receiving the Planning Commission’s advice in order to make a decision on 
the scheme amendment in the near future. 

Just to reiterate, this issue will be considered by the statutory planning committee of the WA Planning 
Commission on 24 June, which is not very far away. We appreciate the importance of getting an outcome and 
the significance of the issue to residents of the member’s electorate. 
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